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DECLARATION
We greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

An Open Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury and Archbishop Anthony Poggo, Anglican
Communion Office.

As the Bishops and the Standing Committee of the Anglican Church of Indian Ocean, we
receive with regret the appointment of Dame Sarah Mullally as the 106" Archbishop of
Canterbury. We remain committed to the apostolic faith as revealed in the Holy Scriptures,
and the universal communion of the Church.

We cannot, therefore, support the new Archbishop of Canterbury because her leadership
represents a clear and evident departure from the teaching of Scripture on marriage and
human sexuality. God instituted marriage as a sacred covenant between a man and a
woman: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24; cf. Matthew 19:4-6). Scripture consistently
teaches that sexual relations outside this framework are contrary to God's will (Romans
1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

By consenting to the blessing of same-sex unions, she contradicts this biblical foundation
and compromises the moral authority of Church leadership. Such actions distort the
Gospel's call to holiness and repentance (1' Peter 1:15-16) and mislead believers
regarding God's standards of justice.

True unity in the Church must be founded on obedience to the Word of God, not on
institutional tradition or cultural adaptation. As the Apostle Paul warns, believers should
not conform to this present age but be transformed by the renewal of their minds (Romans
12:2). Supporting leadership that departs from biblical truth is therefore tantamount to
sharing in its error (2 John 1:9-11).

The Church must instead remain steadfast in sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:2-4), affirming
the authority of Scripture as the ultimate standard of faith and practice. For this reason,
faithfulness to Christ and His Word requires rejecting any leadership that blesses what
Scripture calls sin.




We call on the Archbishop of Canterbury to turn back (Acts 3:19) and affirm the historic
Biblical teaching of sexuality as affirmed by the vast majority of the Anglican Communion
and articulated in the Lambeth Conference Resolution 1.10, or to resign from her position.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has the unique call and opportunity to keep the unity of the
Church, sadly Dame Mullaly’s position on these matters is having the opposite effect.

Praying for the Archbishop of Canterbury, all Anglican Christians, in the words of Psalm
95 from Morning Prayer that we ‘will hear his voice and harden not our hearts.’

Toliara, 1% November 2025

Archbishop
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The Most Revd Dr RATELOSON RAKOTONDRAVELO Gilbert
Archbishop of the Anglican Church of the Indian Ocean





