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Statement from the Synod Of Bishops on the Middle East crisis

The situation in Gaza and the wider Middle East continues to deteriorate at an
alarming pace. International reports confirm that the humanitarian catastrophe in
Gaza has deepened, with over 90% of the population displaced, famine conditions
worsening, and the health system near total collapse. The recent breakdown of
ceasefire agreements and the continued bombardments have further endangered
civilians, particularly women and children. lllegal settlement expansions and the
violent actions of armed settlers against Palestinians on the West Bank of the Jordan
remain unchecked, while global calls for accountability have largely gone
unanswered.

The conflict has escalated regionally, with Israel and Iran exchanging strikes and
Israel carrying out attacks on other states in the region, including Qatar despite its
hosting of negotiations for a ceasefire. This raises the real threat of a wider war.
Meanwhile, the international community is increasingly divided: some nations
continue to fund and arm Israel, while others, including faith-based and civil society
organisations, call for sanctions, divestment, and urgent humanitarian intervention.
The recent World Council of Churches statement and resolutions at the United Nations
underscore the moral urgency of sustained action.

As the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, we cannot remain neutral in the face of
such profound human suffering. We reaffirm our call for:

 An immediate and permanent ceasefire,

e Unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid,

» Accountability for violations of international law,

» The release of all hostages and political prisoners, and

 Renewed commitment to peace-building rooted in justice, dignity, and truth.

In addition, we commend those governments which have in recent days given formal
recognition to Palestine as an independent state, in the face of strong protests from
Israel, and urge other governments to follow their example.

We acknowledge the courageous commitment of the churches in Palestine to
maintaining their ministry in the face of attack and obstruction by Israel. We
recognise with humility the Church’s past silence and complicity in the plight of the
people of Palestine, and we recommit ourselves to solidarity with the oppressed, to
prophetic witness against apartheid and militarisation, and to deep prayer for peace.
We urge our members to undertake symbolic acts in support of the rights of the
people of Palestine, such as the ringing of church bells at midday on Fridays. May we,
as peacemakers in Christ, stand firmly with all who suffer and continue to work for a
just and lasting peace in the Holy Land.
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