
 
 
 

 

Commissioning of overseers 

All Souls Langham Place 

Friday 12 July 2024 
 
 
Welcome, introductions and opening prayer 
The Right Revd Julian Henderson, President CEEC, Chair of ASO Panel 
 
The Gathering 
We gather in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
All: Amen.  
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that 
he lavished on us. (Ephesians 1:3–8) 
 
Brothers and sisters, we have come together to worship God, to hear his word, to pray for the 
Church of England and the Church worldwide in these testing times, and to commission these 
persons with prayer and acclamation for the task of alternative spiritual oversight.  
 
Hymn – Crown Him with many crowns 
 
Confession  
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
As we stand together before God,  
and trusting in his grace alone,  
let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 



firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
All: Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All        Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you  
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you that we,  
loving you in all things and above all things,  
may obtain your promises,  
which exceed all that we can desire;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Interview:   
The Revd John Dunnett (National Director, CEEC) interviews two of the overseers. 
 
 
 



Bible reading: John 21:15-25 
 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed 
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow 
me!” 
 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the 
one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to 
betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 
follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumour spread among the believers that this disciple would 
not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to you?” 
 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his 
testimony is true. 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that 
even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn – Yet not I but Christ in me 
 
Videos from three people receiving oversight 
 
The Commissioning 
At your ordination, you made the declarations that are required of a presbyter in the Church of 
God. You are asked to reaffirm those declarations in the presence of those gathered here 
today.  
 
The overseers are asked these questions by a variety of people and respond in unison.  
 



Do you accept the holy Scriptures as revealing all things necessary for eternal salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ? 
I do so accept them. 
 
Will you be diligent in prayer, in reading holy Scripture, and in all studies that will deepen your 
faith  
and help you to bear witness to the truth of the Gospel? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you lead Christ’s people in proclaiming His glorious Gospel,  
so the good news of salvation may be heard in every place? 
 
By the help of God, I will. 
Will you faithfully minister the doctrine and sacraments of Christ as the Church of England has 
received them, so that the people committed to your charge may be defended 
against error and flourish in the faith? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you, knowing yourself to be reconciled to God in Christ, strive to be an instrument of 
God’s peace in the Church and in the world? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you endeavour to fashion your own life and that of your household according to the way 
of Christ, that you may be a pattern and example to Christ’s people? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you work with your fellow servants in the Gospel  
for the sake of the kingdom of God? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you accept and minister the discipline of this Church,  
and respect authority duly exercised within it? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you then, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, 
continually stir up the gift of God that is in you, 
to make Christ known among all whom you serve? 
By the help of God, I will. 
 
To be a Spiritual Overseer in these times will require faithfulness to scripture and the faith as 
the Church of England has received it, prayerful engagement, loving service, relational 
leadership, and strong character to face the challenges of the day.  
Peter exhorts the elders to tend the flock of God that is in their charge, exercising oversight, 
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have them do it. (1 Peter 5 : 2) 
Are you willing to take up this additional calling of alternative spiritual oversight?  



I am, the Lord being my helper.  
 
Paul admonishes Timothy to hold to the standard of sound teaching that he has heard, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus, and to guard the good deposit entrusted to him, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
Are you determined to hold to the faith revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and to teach it 
faithfully in the face of all distortions and error?  
I am, the Lord being my helper.  
 
Luke records St Paul’s parting injunction to the elders of the church in Ephesus to “Pay careful 
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”  
Are you ready, in the power of the Spirit, to minister to those committed to your care with love 
and pastoral attentiveness?  
I am, the Lord being my helper.  
 
Those present here today have heard these overseers’ reiteration of their ordination 
declarations and their willingness to take up this role. Is it your wish that we should 
commission them as Spiritual Overseers?  
It is.  
 
Will you uphold them with your prayers? 
We will.  
 
The Overseers stand. The congregation stretch out their hands towards them as a sign of prayer 
and commissioning and say together:  
 
We have heard your willingness to take up the role of Alternative Spiritual Oversight. We 
now ask that, according to the riches of his glory, God may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  
And so we commission you for this task, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Intercessions 
 
Hymn – He will hold me fast 
 
Blessing  


