
LAMBETH CALL: 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Millions of people today live in extreme poverty and inequalities damage their lives and 
capacity to flourish. The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a vital vision to 
address this and offer a way of living together in peace, prosperity and in partnership as 
one humanity This is a call to the Instruments of Communion, to all bishops and people 
of our churches, and to world leaders, to enable all nations of the world to support and 
fulfil these Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 including its vision to ‘leave no 
one behind’.

1 Introduction

1.1 Millions of people today live in communities and nations where extreme poverty and 
inequalities damage their lives and capacity to flourish. Many Anglicans and other 
Christians are among them. People face both chronic challenges in daily living and 
sudden disasters, often related to conflict, economic crises, and climate change causing 
drought, sea level rise, flooding and fires. These disasters take lives, destroy homes, 
devastate livelihoods, cause food insecurity, interrupt education, impact health, force 
migration, put people at risk of trafficking, increase gender-based violence, disrupt 
communities and break up families. They have a vastly disproportionate impact on 
women, young people and indigenous peoples. The impacts of these crises are costly, 
both financially and in terms of the trauma they cause. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated the situation, increasing poverty and inequalities, both within and between 
countries. 

1.2 Yet, as already mentioned, we are called to “have genuine mutual love” (1 Peter 1:22), 
expressed through hospitality, stewardship and mutual service (diaconia) (1 Peter 4:9-10). 
These are essential in our care for one another locally and globally. 

2 Declaration

2.1  The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a vital vision for the mutual 
flourishing of people and planet, living together in peace and prosperity and in 
partnership as one humanity. Humanity is called to justice, compassion and solidarity 
with those who are poor, marginalised, and facing injustice, including gender injustice. 
The SDGs provide a vision and a framework through which all of us can play a part in 
working towards a more just world – a world in which all have the opportunity to flourish 
and where no one is left behind.

2.2  As Christians, our hope is in the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Our hope means that 
we are called into the adventure of participating in God’s eternal story, taking us towards 
the way the world could be, should be and one day will be as God’s Kingdom comes. 

3 Affirmation

3.1  In this spirit, we are in a season of action: a vital, urgent opportunity to re-imagine 
our world and address these injustices and threats. 2030 is the crucial target date for 
the SDGs. As Anglicans, the mission of the Church – that is, the mission of Christ – is 
expressed in our Five Marks of Mission. These recall Jesus’ mission to bring good news 
to the poor, release for the oppressed, and fullness of life for all (Luke 4:18; John 10:10). 
It is our call and our desire to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. The SDGs are a tool to help 
inform our understanding and response, our call to action, to be part of a wider global 
movement for people and planet. We are called to be God’s Church for God’s World.

HOW TO USE THESE 
STUDY GUIDES IN  
PREPARING FOR THE 
LAMBETH CONFERENCE

A ‘Lambeth Call’ is what the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference 
2022 will want to say about a key issue for the 
Church and world. It includes specific calls which 
others will be invited to take up and act upon. 

• As you read through the calls and study notes, 
do you recognise what is being said, especially 
what is being proposed in the Affirmation 
section? 

• Could you support it at the Lambeth 
Conference?

• Can you see ways in which the Specific 
Requests (the Calls) can be put into practice in 
your province or diocese and, if so, how? If not, 
why not? 

• There will be opportunities during the 
conference to share your answers to these 
questions before the conference decides on 
whether to adopt or adapt the Call.
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4 Specific Requests (The Calls) 

4.1  We call on the Instruments of Communion to:

1. Uphold the Five Marks of Mission as integral to Anglican identity and our discipleship 
and holistic mission as God’s Church for God’s World.

2. Launch and support a campaign to re-imagine our world and so encourage and 
equip the Communion to make a significant contribution to achieving the ambitions 
of the Sustainable Development Goals.

3. Collaborate in partnership with other faith communities and people of good will, for 
the mutual well-being of people and planet.

4. Challenge the unjust structures that perpetuate global economic and political 
systems driving injustice, inequality and instability within and between countries.

4.2 We call on ourselves as bishops and the people of our provinces, dioceses and 
parishes to: 

1. Embed further the Five Marks of Mission in the life of our churches as we serve as 
God’s Church for God’s World.

2. Engage and equip our churches to work together with their neighbours for 
transformation, using our gifts and assets to build resilient, sustainable and just 
communities in line with the vision for the Sustainable Development Goals.

3. Support and encourage one another across the Communion to work together 
towards achieving universal human dignity and flourishing (John 10:10) in a thriving 
planet.

4.3 We call on world leaders to:

1.  Commit to finance and action to enable all nations of the world to be able to fulfil the 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals, including its vision to ‘leave no one behind’.

2.  Recognise the strategic importance of faith actors and include them as key partners 
in sustainable development and in disaster preparedness, resilience and response.

Follow up and implementation

These calls appeal to the Instruments of Communion to provide leadership and for bishops 
to implement them within their own provinces and dioceses, with support from mission and 
development agencies. The ACC and its Standing Committee will monitor the specific calls 
and report on progress up to 2030, including at ACC18 and ACC19. Communion level bodies, 
including the Anglican Office at the United Nations, the Anglican Alliance, ACO departments 
such as for Gender Justice, and the relevant Anglican Networks and Commissions will all 
collaborate to help connect, equip and inspire Members Churches, as well as work with 
global bodies, towards fulfilling the actions laid out in these Calls for the Environment and 
Sustainable Development. 
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