
LAMBETH CALL:  
SCIENCE AND FAITH

Despite calls from successive Lambeth Conferences for the Church to engage with 
science and technology, the perception of a gap between science and faith has become 
more widespread in many parts of the Communion. This is a call to every Church of the 
Anglican Communion to recognise within science God-given resources for the life of faith 
and to offer the wisdom of faith to the work of science. It is a call for churches, seminaries 
and programmes to support and equip church leaders in this, and to support scientists for 
such courageous and confident leadership.

1 Introduction

1.1  The world faces multiple dangers in the coming decade from climate change and 
biodiversity loss, poverty, disease, war, famine and the careless use of new technologies. 
In the Call that follows the Bishops assembled at the Lambeth Conference invite every 
Church of the Anglican Communion to recognise within science God-given resources 
for the life of faith and to offer the wisdom of faith to the work of science. We call on our 
Churches to make this a priority and to support and equip church leaders and scientists 
in partnership for such courageous and confident leadership.

1.2  The Bishops are issuing this Call because 1 Peter calls on God’s people to be ‘good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God’ and to ‘serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you have received.’ (1 Peter 4.10) There are many experienced scientists in our 
Churches across the world, Anglicans who have the gifts of science to offer the church 
and the world; furthermore many scientists look to the wisdom of faith and, in particular, 
the wisdom of Christianity for insight into the manifold grace of God. Also, 1 Peter is 
calling not only for the sharing of these gifts but to ‘do so with the strength that God 
supplies’ (1 Peter 4.11). In other words, Anglican scientists and church leaders should 
know that they are not on their own but can depend on the One in whom they live and 
move and have their being.

2 Declaration

2.1  Despite calls from successive Lambeth Conferences to the Communion for the Church 
to engage with science and technology12 and the more recent work of ECLAS13, the 
perception of a gap between science and faith has become more widespread and is 
expressed differently in different parts of the Communion. Often scientists have not 
been affirmed in their vocation as disciples and church leaders have not felt confident in 
bringing the wisdom of faith to scientific questions. 

2.2  As the Archbishop of Canterbury has recently said, ‘The relationship between science 
and faith presents us with a very real and a powerful route to lasting, major change. Our 
global reach [as the Anglican Communion], our commitment to local communities and 
our hope combined with the knowledge and expertise of science can forge a powerful 
alliance’. 14

2.3  Furthermore, Pope Francis and an alliance of 40 global faith leaders issued the 

12 See for example, Resolutions 1 and 2 of the 1978 Lambeth Conference and the accompanying commentary 
pp. 65-67; insert other references here.

13 Equipping Church Leaders in an Age of Science (ECLAS) was established in 2013 focussed on the UK and 
latterly North America with similar aims https://www.eclasproject.org

14 The Archbishop of Canterbury, Address to Faith Leaders, February 2021 https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.
org/speaking-writing/speeches/archbishop-canterbury-addresses-international-faith-leaders-ahead-cop26

HOW TO USE THESE 
STUDY GUIDES IN  
PREPARING FOR THE 
LAMBETH CONFERENCE

A ‘Lambeth Call’ is what the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference 
2022 will want to say about a key issue for the 
Church and world. It includes specific calls which 
others will be invited to take up and act upon. 

• As you read through the calls and study notes, 
do you recognise what is being said, especially 
what is being proposed in the Affirmation 
section? 

• Could you support it at the Lambeth 
Conference?

• Can you see ways in which the Specific 
Requests (the Calls) can be put into practice in 
your province or diocese and, if so, how? If not, 
why not? 

• There will be opportunities during the 
conference to share your answers to these 
questions before the conference decides on 
whether to adopt or adapt the Call.
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following powerful call in October, 2021: ‘Faith and science are essential pillars of human 
civilization, with shared principles and complementarities…. We must address [the 
challenges we face] using the knowledge of science and the wisdom of religion: to know 
more and to care more’.15 

3 Affirmation

3.1  As Bishops we believe the perception of a rift between science and faith should be laid 
to rest in every part of our Anglican Communion over the coming critical decade, in 
order to fulfil our calling to be God’s Church for God’s World in this generation.16

3.2  This coming together of faith and science can only come about through partnership 
between scientists and Church leaders and between the different Churches of the 
Communion, recognising the complicated history that science has played in many 
countries. 

Therefore,

3.3  We the Bishops assembled for the Lambeth Conference commit ourselves to welcome 
and enter into dialogue with science recognising within it God-given resources for the 
life of faith and to offer the wisdom of faith to its work.

3.4  We call on our Churches to give this a high priority and to support and equip church 
leaders and scientists in partnership for such courageous and confident leadership, 
drawing on the collaboration that has already taken place through other networks in the 
Anglican Communion and in other churches.

4 Specific Requests (The Calls)

4.1  We call on all Anglicans as they participate in mission to recognise within science God-
given resources for the life of faith and to offer the wisdom of faith to its work. Using the 
Five Marks of Mission as a framework,

•  To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom: by recognising within science God-given 
resources for the life of faith, and thereby removing it as a barrier to proclamation and 
belief; by drawing on science as inspiration for our worship to the praise and glory of 
God;

•  To teach, baptise and nurture new believers: by laying rational foundations for 
Christian faith and affirming the dignity and value of new believers who have scientific 
backgrounds and vocations;

•  To respond to human need by loving service: by using the resources of science in 
issues ranging from physical and mental health care to water and food security;

•  To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation: by recognising how science may contribute to 
inequity and conflict, and speaking to those issues from a position of confident 
scientific knowledge; to offer the ethics and wisdom of faith to the deployment of new 
technologies such as AI, genetics and nuclear technologies;

•  To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth: by contributing the Christian theological motivation for caring about 
the material world and responding to the mandate to check greed and engage 
responsibly with God’s creation.

15 Holy See: Faith and Science, An Appeal for COP 26 (a joint declaration from 40 faith leaders and leading 
scientists): https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holy-see-faith-and-science-an-appeal-for-cop26

16 Science has not been innocent in colonial history and this is still felt in certain parts of the Communion. The 
rift is not simply between ‘faith’ and ‘science’ but is more complicated.

4.2  We warmly welcome the establishing of the Anglican Communion Science Commission 
to lead and focus our work in this area. 

4.3  We call on our seminaries, theological colleges and training programmes to embrace 
science as a God-given resource for the life of faith and to model how the wisdom of 
faith can be offered to the work of science, so that all ordained and lay ministers may be 
better equipped to do the same for those they serve in their public ministries. We ask 
that the new Anglican Communion Commission for Theological Education take a lead 
on this. 

4.4  We call on every Church of the Communion to designate a lead Bishop for Science (if 
not already done so) and to explore the possibility of a Commission of scientists and 
church leaders in their provinces to take forward this agenda, to be connected with and 
supported by the Anglican Communion Science Project.17 We especially ask that young 
scientists are invited onto these commissions.

4.5  We call on every Anglican disciple to grow in their understanding of science as integral 
to the wellbeing of all disciples and to the mission of every church, so that they can play 
a more active role as citizens of the world and be God’s Church for God’s World.

Follow up

The response to this Call will be led by the Anglican Communion Science Commission 
launched at Lambeth 2022 supported by a team of scientists and theologians from across the 
Communion. The work will be facilitated by the Anglican Communion Science Project, which 
will be based in two or three universities, such as Oxford, Cape Town and St Paul’s University, 
Limuru, Kenya.

The Commission will report at regular intervals on its goals and progress, beginning with the 
Anglican Consultative Council in Ghana in 2023 and to the Primates’ meeting.

The Commission will also report to the next Lambeth Conference on progress made across 
this critical decade.

17 An application to fund this project has been made to a major global trust.
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