
LAMBETH CALL:  
INTER FAITH RELATIONSHIPS

A persistent challenge for Anglicans is how to be God’s Church for God’s World when 
living with people of diverse faiths. In some contexts, furthermore, Anglicans face 
hostility and sometimes persecution. This is a call to witness to Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour by faithful, Christ-like service and in humble proclamation of his good 
news among people of different faiths and beliefs. It includes a call to bishops across 
the Anglican Communion to forge a new friendship with a leader of another religious 
tradition, modelling our commitment to peace-making and the common good. It is a 
call to leaders of other faith communities to join with us in exploring how we can enable 
more effective collaborative work on tackling climate change and other challenges to our 
shared environment.

1 Introduction

1.1  In a world of religious difference, like the context of those Christian disciples to whom 
the first letter of Peter was addressed, the church is a witness to the hope of the good 
news of salvation in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15-16), a sign of blessing and service to the 
wider community (1 Peter 2:12), and an anticipation of the glory of God in Christ that will 
be revealed to all by its faithfulness in the face of hostility and persecution (1 Peter 4: 13-
14).

2 Declaration

2.1  When Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, he promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to his 
disciples so that they may be empowered with His risen life to be His witnesses “to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

2.2  A persistent challenge for Anglicans is how we are to be God’s Church for God’s World 
when living with people of diverse faiths. For some in the Anglican Communion there is 
the freedom to call people into baptism and discipleship, and our neighbours of other 
religious traditions can also become partners in work for the common good, tackling 
areas of shared concern such as the pandemic or climate change. In some contexts, 
however, Anglicans face hostility and even persecution. This is why the Network for 
Inter Faith Concerns for the Anglican Communion (“NIFCON”) was set up in 1993 on the 
authority of the Lambeth Conference of 1988 in order to share stories of encounter with 
other faiths across the different parts of the Communion.

2.3  At the Lambeth Conference of 2008, Generous	Love:	the	truth	of	the	gospel	and	the	
call to dialogue, was agreed.10 In the spirit of the important Roman Catholic Pastoral 
Constitution of Vatican II, Nostra Aetate, the Lambeth Conference acknowledged that 
“As members of the Church of the Triune God, we are to abide among our neighbours 
of different faiths as signs of God’s presence with them, and we are sent to engage with 
our neighbours as agents of God’s mission to them”. Generous Love recognised the 
diversity of contexts for both these patterns of presence and engagement across the 
Anglican Communion, “whether as minority or majority communities, whether in places 
of vulnerability or security, whether in relations of dialogue or tension”.

2.4  Whatever our context, our calling at baptism charges us, in the words of the Baptismal 
Covenant in the Book of Common Prayer, to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

10 file:///C:/Users/richard.sudworth/OneDrive%20-%20Church%20of%20England%20Central%20Services/Desktop/generous_love_a4_
with_foreward.pdf
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A ‘Lambeth Call’ is what the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference 
2022 will want to say about a key issue for the 
Church and world. It includes specific calls which 
others will be invited to take up and act upon. 

• As you read through the calls and study notes, 
do you recognise what is being said, especially 
what is being proposed in Section 3, the 
Affirmation section? 
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Conference?

• Can you see ways in which the Specific 
Requests (the Calls) in Section 4 can be put into 
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questions before the conference decides on 
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your neighbour as yourself”.

3 Affirmation

3.1  We the Bishops of the Anglican Communion, assembled in the Lambeth Conference of 
2022, therefore affirm our commitment to witnessing to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour 
by faithful, Christ-like service and in humble proclamation of this good news among 
people of different faiths and beliefs.

3.2  We recognise that our commitment to the ‘Five Marks of Mission’ situates relations with 
people of other religious traditions within the mission of God in Christ, understood in 
a holistic sense, and each context and relationship will determine how these ‘Marks of 
Mission’ are held together. 

3.3 I n a world where there are increasing challenges which affect all our communities, 
how we work with other religious traditions for the common good testifies to our 
participation in the gracious work of God beyond the church. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
been one contemporary example of this, and the pressing challenge of climate change 
is another. 

3.4  In a world of inter and intra religious violence, how we are agents of peace-making with 
neighbours from other faiths goes to the heart of the good news of the gospel.

3.5  In a world of growing restrictions on religious freedom and belief, and heightened 
persecution of Christians, how the Anglican Communion (in the words of Generous 
Love) may “offer our solidarity and support to Christians who have to witness to their 
faith in difficult circumstances”11 honours our understanding of being part of the one 
Body of Christ, in sorrow and suffering, as well as in joy and resurrection.

4  Specific Requests (The Calls)

 Based on our commitment to work for the common good with those of other religious 
traditions and beliefs, to neighbourly peace-making across religious communities, and 
to solidarity with our Christian sisters and brothers in struggling contexts for inter faith 
relations, we therefore make the following calls:

4.1 To Bishops across the Anglican Communion, where possible in your local context, 
to forge a new friendship with a leader of another religious tradition, modelling our 
commitment to peace-making and the common good

4.2 To leaders of other faith communities, to join with us in exploring how we can enable 
more effective collaborative work on tackling climate change and other challenges to 
our shared environment, alleviating poverty and care for the vulnerable

4.3 To the Anglican Inter Faith Commission: to find funding for research by clergy or lay 
practitioners from across the Anglican Communion within a specialist track of inter faith 
relations with a view to resourcing a new generation of Anglican scholar-practitioners

4.4 To Bishops and Provinces of the Anglican Communion, where it is safe and possible, to 
set up links with those parts of our Communion facing hostility and persecution so that 
there can be exchange of information, prayerful support, and solidarity in friendship

4.5 To all of us who are disciples of Christ, to commit to pray for the persecuted church in 
its efforts to continuing to be a gentle presence even in the face of hostility and the 
struggle to form strong relationships with neighbours of other faiths

11 Generous	Love:	the	truth	of	the	gospel	and	the	call	to	dialogue, Lambeth Conference 2008, page 10, available 
at https://www.acommonword.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Generous_Love.pdf 

4.6 To all of us who are disciples of Christ, to witness to our neighbours of other religious 
traditions in humility, in word and deed, and through humble service

Follow up

The Inter Faith Commission will promote and encourage

• Practical ways to follow-up outcomes of the call to a new friendship across faiths

• Practical ways to follow-up outcomes of the call to collaborative action with those of other 
religious traditions

• Establishing research scholarships: delegated committee to oversee this, covering budgets 
for doctoral programmes, accommodation, etc.

• Practicalities of matching arrangements: how to identify the contexts looking for solidarity, 
how to make this light-touch: should it build on existing links or be separate or overlap?
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