
LAMBETH CALL:  
CHRISTIAN UNITY

We are committed to the work of unity. We confess we are not united and for Christians 
that is a scandal and a cause of shame. We urge all our sisters and brothers to commit to 
work for unity and we call especially on our ecumenical partners to help us, work with us 
and enable us to move closer to one another.

1 Peter

  ‘Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 
and a humble mind’ (1 Peter 3. 8)

Declaration

1 Our Ecumenical Story

1.1 Just over one hundred years ago, the Bishops of the Anglican Communion, assembled in 
the 1920 Lambeth Conference, issued An	Appeal	to	all	Christian	People. In it, they spoke 
of their passionate desire to seek the unity of all Christians in a visibly united Church, 
which would witness to the reconciling power of the Gospel, and call all nations to 
repentance and faith. Meeting together as Bishops in the 2022 Lambeth Conference we 
hear afresh their call, and make our own commitment now to strive for the unity of the 
Church.

1.2 The Appeal	to	all	Christian	People represented a galvanising and stirring step forward in 
Anglican involvement in the worldwide ecumenical movement that had started in the 
late nineteenth century. Since then, this movement has made significant progress, and 
relations between the different Christian traditions have been transformed. No longer 
strangers, potentially hostile, to one another, there have been huge strides to deepen 
koinonia and mission. Anglicans have participated in the union of several Churches in 
South Asia, and both global and regional commitments of full communion. We continue 
to celebrate the Bonn Agreement with the Union of Utrecht, and warm and positive 
relationships of communion, for example with some Lutheran Churches. There are also 
other agreements of commitment and dialogue, including participation in multi-lateral 
instruments such as the World Council of Churches.

1.3 Ecumenism today takes many forms. Where Churches have worked together on 
matters of peace and justice, our common life and witness has been immeasurably 
strengthened. Churches have increasingly spoken and worked together on the care of 
creation. We welcome the growth of spiritual ecumenism, and the practice of Christians 
praying together, sometimes in the context of intentional ecumenical communities 
such as the Community of St Anselm, based at Lambeth Palace. 

Continuing Challenges

1.4 However, in recent years progress in bringing forward unity in matters of faith and 
order has slowed. Despite considerable convergence in doctrinal issues, agreement on 
patterns of governance has proved more difficult and different patterns of governance 
and ecclesiastical custom in the Churches are not easily reconciled. At the local level 
the Lund Principle (that Churches should seek to work together except where ’deep 
differences of conviction compel them to act separately’) is generally acknowledged, but 
can be difficult to enact.

1.5 The disunity of the Church is a continuing and damaging wound in the body of Christ. 

HOW TO USE THESE 
STUDY GUIDES IN  
PREPARING FOR THE 
LAMBETH CONFERENCE

A ‘Lambeth Call’ is what the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference 
2022 will want to say about a key issue for the 
Church and world. It includes specific calls which 
others will be invited to take up and act upon. 

• As you read through the calls and study notes, 
do you recognise what is being said, especially 
what is being proposed in the Affirmation 
section? 

• Could you support it at the Lambeth 
Conference?

• Can you see ways in which the Specific 
Requests (the Calls) can be put into practice in 
your province or diocese and, if so, how? If not, 
why not? 

• There will be opportunities during the 
conference to share your answers to these 
questions before the conference decides on 
whether to adopt or adapt the Call.

44 45Lambeth Conference 2022

LAMBETH CALLS – GUIDANCE AND STUDY DOCUMENTS



We regret that divisions between the baptised lead to estrangement: to a lack of mutual 
recognition of our sacraments and ministries and the abiding sadness of our inability 
to share Holy Communion together. Such division weakens the Church’s witness to 
the Gospel of reconciliation at a time when, in many parts of the world, government 
regulation, persecution and even terrorism make Christians vulnerable in their life and 
witness.

Affirmation

2 Our Anglican Commitment

2.1 Beginning with the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (1886/1888), there have been many 
definitions of the goal of full, visible unity. The Anglican Consultative Council (ACC-14, 
2009) adopted the following Four Principles of Ecumenism :

•  The Goal: the full organic unity of the Church;

• The Task: recognising and receiving the Church in one another;

• The Process: unity by stages;

• The Content: common faith, sacraments and ministry.

2.2 We, the Bishops of the Anglican Communion, now reaffirm our commitment to seeking 
the unity of Christ’s body, the Church. In our study of the First Epistle of Peter, we have 
been reminded that the Church is God’s creation, established on the one foundation 
stone, which is Jesus Christ. In God’s vocation, the Church is one ‘chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession’, called to ‘declare the praises of him 
who called [us] out of darkness into his wonderful light’ (1 Peter 2.9). 

2.3 We therefore affirm:

1. That the Churches of the Anglican Communion are part of the one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church;

2. That the vocation of the Anglican Communion includes a commitment to seek the 
visible unity of Christ’s Church;

3. That, despite our divisions, we recognise in other Christian Churches the fruitfulness 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, commitment to the proclamation of the Gospel and 
loyalty to Jesus’ institution of the Sacraments that we cherish in our own lives;

4. That Anglican Churches can learn from other Churches, communions and traditions 
and, in learning, receive gifts of grace;

5. That Anglicans should work together in mission and ministry with other Churches 
wherever possible, on the way to the full visible unity which is God’s will and our 
calling.

Specific Requests (The Calls)

3 A Call to Action

3.1 We call upon the Instruments of Communion, the Churches and the people of the 
Anglican Communion:

1. To renew their commitment to an urgent search for the full visible unity of the 
Church;

2. To receive and carry forward the fruits of our ecumenical relationships;

3. To build strong, close relationships with the other Churches in their Provinces;

4. To work with our brothers and sisters in other Churches in the mission of proclaiming 
the good news of Christ and responding to the needs of the world;

5. To speak out with, for and on behalf of brothers and sisters who are persecuted: for 
when one part of the body suffers all suffer with it;

6. To see what is best in the other and to seek what we might receive from the riches of 
traditions that are not our own;

7. To seek opportunities for dialogue to overcome those theological and ecclesiological 
differences that remain as barriers to the full, visible communion of Christ’s Church at 
local, regional and worldwide levels;

8. To establish relationships of communion with other Churches and work towards the 
goal of full, organic unity.

An Ecumenical Invitation

3.2 The Faith and Order document, The	Church:	Towards	a	Common	Vision describes 
ecumenical work as a call to the Churches towards ‘unity in faith, unity in sacramental 
life, and unity in service’ (para 67). In this spirit, we invite our ecumenical partners:

1. To assist us in understanding the depth and diversity of life in Christ, and what may 
be learned from one another;

2. To invite their neighbouring Anglican Churches to share with them in local initiatives 
to proclaim the gospel, to renew the life of the Church and to serve society for the 
common good;

3. To work with us in sharing the riches of our common inheritance of faith, and 
those distinct gifts which God has bestowed on us in our separated histories and 
experiences (cf. 1 Peter 4. 10);

4. To join with us in pursuing the steps leading to full, organic unity.

3.3 In giving thanks for the achievements of the ecumenical movement, we urge one 
another to take ecumenical endeavour seriously in our lives and ministries, recalling at 
all times Our Lord’s own prayer that all should be one (John 17. 20).

Implementation

4 The Anglican Consultative Council

4.1 The task of encouraging and monitoring the implementation of this call within the 
member Churches and the Instruments of Communion lies principally with the Anglican 
Consultative Council, working through the Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on 
Unity, Faith and Order (IASCUFO)and the Anglican Communion Office;

4.2 We call upon the ACC and the Secretary General to ensure that adequate resources are 
available to enable this task;

4.3 We invite IASCUFO to monitor and oversee progress and to report regularly to the ACC;

4.4 We invite Member churches to report regularly to IASCUFO, via the ACO’s Department of 
Unity, Faith and Order, on developments and challenges in this area.
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